Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



IIWIV. Qr MiOff 



«PR 27 160' 

ANNUAL REPORT 

OF THE 

SECRETARY 

OP THZ 

VIVISECTION 
REFORM SOCIETY 



532 MONADNOCK BLOCK 

CHICAGO 

1908 



To the President and Members of the Vivisection Reform 
Society: 

During the past year there have been the following ac- 
cessions to our ranks: Three life memberships and seven- 
teen annual members. 

We have continued our policy of trying to educate and 
stimulate a reform sentiment in the public mind by the 
printing and distribution of appropriate literature. Upon 
the shelves of some 475 public and collegiate libraries in 
this country we have placed copies of Dr. Leffingwell's 
admirable book, "The Vivisection Question," and an equal 
number of the Myers-Leffingwell controversy, "The Vivi- 
section Problem" — nine hundred and fifty copies in all. 
Some 288 copies of the pamphlet entitled, "Illustrations of 
Human Vivisection," have been sent and accepted by that 
number of libraries mentioned. As these works will here- 
after be accessible to the population of some of our largest 
cities and to the youth of our largest institutions of learn- 
ing, it is evident that the possibilities thus created of per- 
manent and widespread enlightenment are incalculable. 

The following have been otherwise distributed: 

4 copies of "The Vivisection Question." 
323 copies of "Illustrations of Human Vivisection." 
825 copies of "The Vivisection Problem." 
831 copies of "Reasonable Restriction vs. Absolute 

License." 
229 copies of "Human Material for Scientific Re- 
search." 
425 copies of Annual Report for 1906. 
596 circulars. 
1,000 leaflets. 



4,233, making a grand total (of books, pamphlets and 
leaflets) of 5471. 



Your Secretary has endeavored from time to time, by 
means of communications to the press, to keep this subject 
before the pubHc, and it is earnestly hoped that every mem- 
ber of the Society will contribute his share to the desired 
publicity by doing likewise. 

The agitation for vivisection reform that began during 
the preceding year has not only continued but has greatly 
increased. The newspapers (especially the New York 
Herald) and some of the magazines have reflected the 
awakening interest of the public in this subject. Despatches, 
editorials, letters from correspondents, interviews, etc., have 
followed each other in quick succession. The growing 
sentiment has been further evidenced by the organization 
of several new societies — the New York Anti-Vivisection 
Society, the Society for the Prevention of Abuse in Animal 
Experimentation (also of New York), and the Society for 
the Legal Regulation of Vivisection in the District of 
Columbia, whose list of officers, headed by Mr. Thomas 
Nelson Page as President, includes some of the most 
eminent men in the military, naval and official circles at 
the national capital. 

Two bills for the restriction of vivisection were intro- 
duced into the New York Legislature and another into the 
Legislature of New Jersey. A petition in favor of one of 
the New York bills was signed by over 700 physicians. The 
pendency of these measures gave rise to an extraordinary 
amount of interest and discussion; a vigorous campaign, 
for and against, was carried on, and the hearing at Albany 
before the committee to which the bills had been referred 
was attended by a crowd of deeply-interested auditors. In 
connection with the advocacy of these measures, largely 
attended public meetings were held in New York and Phila- 
delphia. 
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It will be readily supposed that the medical fraternity 
was not idle in this matter. In addition to numerous com- 
munications to the press, and a concerted movement on the 
part of the medical societies of New York to bring pressure 
upon all the physicians throughout the State to in turn 
impress the legislators with the danger of restricting re- 
search in any degree — (though the regulation asked for was 
of a very moderate kind), — forty-three of the most eminent 
physicians and surgeons of New York City appended their 
names to a letter which was published in all the leading 
papers. The letter was adroitly drawn, for, by means of 
frequent references to anaesthetics, the net impression con- 
veyed was that in animal experimentation the suffering is 
either nil or inconsiderable. Of course no such statement 
of fact was made explicitly, for no one knew better than 
the signers that such a statement would be false; and yet 
the intimation to that effect was unmistakable, and, appear- 
ing over some of the greatest names in the profession, it 
undoubtedly did much — as was of course intended — to lull 
the popular mind into comfortable inaction. 

This attempt to pass restriction bills ultimately failed, 
but it is to be renewed with unabated vigor at the session 
of the New York Legislature of 1909. 

At the annual meeting of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation held in Chicago in June, 1908, the subject of the 
attempted restriction was discussed, and a committee of 
seven, for the defense of the present license in experimenta- 
tion, was appointed, with the promise of ample funds with 
which to carry on an active, warfare. So far from being 
discouraged by the fact that we are to be confronted by the 
organized opposition of this formidable association, this in- 
cident ought rather to inspire the reformers with new cour- 
age 'and hope. For surely nothing could more clearly 



